
CHILDREN’S EDUCATION INTERN – Toronto Botanical Garden 
 
 
Title:    Education Intern  
Position Type:  Unpaid Internship 
Duration:   April 12 to June 17 (flexible) 
Hours:   up to 4 days/week, Tuesday and Friday, 9am to 3pm (variable) 
Organization:  Toronto Botanical Garden 
Location:  777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, M3C 1P2 
Supervisor:   Josh Padolsky, Children’s Education Supervisor, School Programs 
 
Overview:     
The Toronto Botanical Garden offers year round recreational and school programs, 
both indoors and out. The goal of our Children’s Programs is to foster an appreciation 
for nature by stimulating children’s curiosity through hands-on experiences.  
 
Working closely with the Children’s Education Supervisors the education interns will 
co-lead programs for pre-K to Grade 8 school groups. Supporting the Ontario Science 
and Technology curriculum, our programs cover topics in nature, watershed 
ecosystems, animals, habitats, plants, and soils. Visiting groups will participate in hands-
on activities and plant vegetables in our organically grown Teaching Garden. More 
information on our programs can be found at www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/school 
 
Programs take place outdoors in the Teaching Garden, the surrounding Wilket Creek 
ravine system and indoors in our Children’s Centre. Interested interns should be able to 
comfortably walk up slopes and stairs, bend, and reach, and be willing to work 
outdoors in all weather conditions.  
 
Responsibilities:  

 Lead nature activities with small groups of students such as a scavenger hunt, 
planting vegetable seeds, or exploring the vermicomposter, water quality and 
plant surveys; 

 Assist with program preparation, delivery and cleanup; 

 Assist with the maintenance of the Teaching Garden  

 Other duties as assigned. 
 
Requirements: 

 Able to obtain a current Police Reference Check 

 Experience working with elementary and middle school children  

 Relevant experience in environmental or outdoor education would be an asset 

 Interest and/or experience in gardening, horticulture, food sustainability, 
environmental science, and/or nature 

 Creativity, patience, flexibility, and a positive attitude 

 Ability to work as a member of a team and independently 
 
Training: 
Successful applicant will receive training on all program components, teaching 
techniques, and vegetable gardening basics prior to assisting with school programs. 
 
Other Benefits: 
 
An opportunity to gain valuable teaching experience and learn a variety of teaching 
techniques. Successful interns will receive letters of recommendation if requested. This 
is an excellent opportunity for those applying to teacher’s college, new teachers 
seeking experience, or retired teachers wishing to stay involved in education. 
 
Application: 
Please send your resume and cover letter to Josh Padolsky, Supervisor of Children’s 
Education at childrensed@torontobotanicalgarden.ca by April 1

st
, 2016 at 4:00 pm. 
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