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Toronto Botanical Garden School Programs 
 

Registration  
 
Hands-on, curriculum-connected school programs are available for students in 
kindergarten to grade eight. 

 $9 registration fee per student per program 

 Sessions take place Tuesday through Friday between 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

 No charge for each adult providing a 1:5 ratio of adults to students, 
exceptions made for special needs assistants 

 All programs can be modified for special needs groups  

 All programs are run by Ontario Certified Teachers  

 Fill out a registration inquiry online at 
http://www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/schools or call 416-397-1288 

 
Full Day Visits 
 
The Toronto Botanical Garden is allowed to run programs in and around Edwards 
Gardens and Wilket Creek thanks to the support of Edward Gardens and the City of 
Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff. Classes visiting as guests of TBG are 
identified by a TBGKids Hike-in-a-Bag. The Hike-in-a-Bag is self-guided tour kit full of 
nature interpretation tools like magnifying glasses, bug boxes, field guides, scavenger 
hunts, maps and an activity booklet for teachers.  
 
Classes wishing to visit for a full day are required to book a Hike-in-a-Bag at the cost 
of $1 per student. Please note that indoor spaces cannot be provided during lunch or 
self-guided times.   
 

 
Types of Programs  

 

Garden Program – at least half of the program takes 
place in the Teaching Garden and includes planting 
and composting activities. Garden programs are 
taught by TBGKids teachers with the help of 
qualified volunteers and interns.  
 
Hike Program – the program takes place entirely in 
the Wilket Creek ravine and surrounding fields and 
forests. These programs do not include gardening 
components. Hike programs are taught by TBGKids 
teachers.  
 
Citizen Science Program – these programs includes 
activities where students collect scientific data and 
submit it to an ongoing study. Citizen Science 
programs are taught by TBGKids teachers. 
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Kindergarten 

 

Munchkins in the Garden GARDEN PROGRAM  

[TG15STMG] 

Curriculum Connections: Science and Technology Expectations – FDEL Kindergarten 

Program 

Recommended Specific Connections:  

 conduct simple investigations through free exploration, focused exploration, 

and guided activity, using inquiry skills  

  demonstrate an understanding of the natural world and the need to care for 

and respect the environment; 

Munchkins in the Garden is comprised of two 

parts – full-class guided exploration activities, 

and small-group, hands-on learning. Students 

will have the opportunity to plant a seed or 

bulb in the Teaching Garden’s organic 

vegetable patch, touch and learn about 

composter worms and explore the colours, 

sounds and textures of the garden and 

arboretum.  

 

In the case of severe weather, an indoor version of the program is available. TBGKids 

strives to provide children with authentic experiences of nature, including weather.    
 

Grade 1 
Eyes on Life GARDEN PROGRAM 

[TG15STEL] 

Curriculum Connections: Needs and Characteristics of Living Things 

Recommended Specific Connections:  

 2.2  investigate and compare the basic needs of humans and other living things, 

including the need for air, water, food, warmth, and space 

 2.4  investigate the physical characteristics 

of plants and explain how they help the 

plant meet its basic needs 

 3.1  identify environment as the area in 

which something or someone exists or lives 

 3.7 describe how the things plants and 

animals use to meet their needs are 

changed by their use and are returned to 

the environment in different forms 

Do plants and animals need the same things? Eyes on Life is comprised of two parts – 

full-class guided exploration activities, and small-group, hands-on learning. Classes will 

hike through the ravine learning about the plants and animals in the Wilket Creek 
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environment, plant in the Teaching Garden’s organic 

vegetable patch, meet the worms in our 

vermicomposters and investigate the living things in the garden.  

 

In the case of severe weather, an indoor version of the program is available. TBGKids 

strives to provide children with authentic 

experiences of nature, including weather. 

 

Grade 2 
Garden Dwellers GARDEN PROGRAM 

[TG15STGD] 

Curriculum Connections: Growth and Changes in 

Animals 

Recommended Specific Connections:  

 2.2 observe and compare the physical characteristics  and the behavioural 

characteristics of a variety of animals, including insects 

 2.3 investigate the life cycle of a variety of animals 

 2.4 observe and compare changes in the appearance and activity of animals as 

they go through a complete life cycle 

 2.5 investigate the ways in which a variety of animals adapt to their 

environment and/or to changes in their environment 

 3.1 identify and describe major physical characteristics of different types of 

animals  

 3.2 describe an adaptation as a characteristic body part, shape, or behaviour 

that helps a plant or animal survive in its environment 

What animals make the Teaching Garden their home? Garden Dwellers is comprised of 

two parts – full-class guided exploration activities, and small-group, hands-on learning. 

Classes will hike through the ravine learning about the wide range of creatures that 

live in the Wilket Creek environment and how they meet their needs all year long. 

Students will plant food for people and animals in the Teaching Garden’s organic 

vegetable patch, go on an animal scavenger hunt, learn about the lives of the worms in 

our vermicomposters and play games that reinforce concepts from the program.  

In the case of severe weather, an indoor version of the program is available. TBGKids 

strives to provide children with authentic experiences of nature, including weather. 

 

Wind and Water HIKE PROGRAM 

[TG15SHWW] 

Curriculum Connections: Air and Water in the Environment 

Recommended Specific Connections:  

 2.5 investigate water in the natural environment 

 3.1 identify air as a gaseous substance that surrounds us and whose movement 

we feel as wind 
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 3.2 identify water as a clear, colourless, odourless, 

tasteless liquid that exists in three states and that 

is necessary for the life of most animals and plants 

 3.4 identify sources of water in the natural and built environment 

 3.6 state reasons why clean water is an increasingly scarce resource in many 

parts of the world 

Wind and Water is a two hour hike program led by a single instructor entirely 

outdoors. This guided hike will encourage students to see, hear, and feel how wind and 

water have shaped the natural environment. Follow the 

story of water through the Wilket Creek ravine and 

learn how it shapes our environment. The students will 

harness the power of wind and water by making natural 

sailboats to float downstream, learn about air and water 

as forces of nature and discover the properties of water 

in nature.  

 

Indoor alternatives are not available for hike programs, but extra outdoor clothing is 

available. 

 

Grade 3 
Soil: That’s Not Dirt! GARDEN PROGRAM 

[TG15STND]   

Curriculum Connections: Soils in the 

Environment 

Recommended Specific Connections:  

 2.2 investigate the components of soil, 

the condition of soil, and additives 

found in soil, using a variety of soil 

samples from different local 

environments 

 2.4 investigate the process of 

composting, and explain some 

advantages and disadvantages of 

composting 

 3.1 identify and describe the different 

types of soils 

 3.3 describe the interdependence 

between the living and non-living things that make up soil 

 3.4 describe ways in which the components of various soils enable the soil to 

provide shelter/homes and/or nutrients for different kinds of living things 

Soil is so much more than dirt! There's a world of life beneath our feet. Students will 

get up close and personal with decomposers who make soil, and examine the organic 

and inorganic parts of soil. That’s Not Dirt is comprised of two parts – full-class guided 
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exploration activities and small-group, hands-on learning. 

Classes will become detectives on the case of the Stolen 

Nut Mystery—does the soil on Squirrel’s tail match the soil samples from the forest?  

In the case of severe weather, an indoor version of the program is available. TBGKids 

strives to provide children with authentic experiences of nature, including weather. 

 

 

Plants: Growing Green GARDEN PROGRAM 

 [TG15STGG]  

Curriculum Connections: Growth and Changes in Plants 

Recommended Specific Connections:  

 2.2 observe and compare the parts of a variety of plants 

 3.1 describe the basic needs of plants, including air, water, light, warmth, and 

space 

 3.3 describe the changes that 

different plants undergo in their 

life cycles 

 3.4 describe how most plants 

get energy to live directly from 

the sun and how plants help 

other living things to get energy 

from the sun 

 3.6 describe ways in which 

plants and animals depend on 

each other 

 3.7 describe the different ways 

in which plants are grown for 

food 

Plants come in all shapes and sizes. Growing Green is comprised of two parts – full-

class guided exploration activities and small-group, hands-on learning. Students will 

hike through the Wilket Creek ravine studying the life cycle of the forest, then head up 

to the garden to meet decomposers, plant seeds or bulbs and explore the various 

characteristics of plants.  

In the case of severe weather, an indoor version of the program is available. TBGKids 

strives to provide children with authentic experiences of nature, including weather. 

 

Grade 4 
Where the Wild Things Roam GARDEN PROGRAM 

[TG15STWW] 

Curriculum Connections: Habitats and Communities 

Recommended Specific Connections: 

mailto:childrensed@torontobotanicalgarden.ca


 

A 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, ON  M3C 1P2   T 416-397-1288  F 416-397-1354   
E childrensed@torontobotanicalgarden.ca  W torontobotanicalgarden.ca 

 

 2.2 build food chains consisting of different plants 

and animals, including humans 

 3.1 demonstrate an understanding of habitats as areas that provide plants and 

animals with the necessities of life (e.g., food, water, air, space, and light) 

 3.3 identify factors that affect the ability of plants and animals to survive in a 

specific habitat 

 3.7 describe structural adaptations that allow plants and animals to survive in 

specific habitats 

 3.9 demonstrate an understanding of why all habitats have limits to the number 

of plants and animals they can support 

What animals call Toronto’s forests home and what do they need to survive? Where 

the Wild Things Roam is comprised of two parts – full-class guided exploration 

activities and small-group, hands-on learning. Students will hike through the Wilket 

Creek ravine looking for animal shelters, play outdoor games that introduce habitat 

concepts and observe the busy community of birds, 

insects, plants, and animals that live in our gardens and 

ravine. Each class will plant a seed or bulb in the garden 

and explore our worm habitat.  

 

In the case of severe weather, an indoor version of the 

program is available. TBGKids strives to provide 

children with authentic experiences of nature, including 

weather. 

 

Rocks and Minerals HIKE PROGRAM 

[TG15SHRM] 

Curriculum Connections: Rocks, Minerals and Erosion 

Recommended Specific Connections: 

 2.2 use a variety of tests to identify the physical 

properties of minerals (e.g., hardness [scratch test], colour [streak test], 

magnetism) 

 2.3 use a variety of criteria (e.g., colour, texture, lustre) to classify common 

rocks and minerals according to their characteristics 

 3.1 describe the difference between rocks (composed of two or more minerals) 

and minerals (composed of the same substance throughout) 

 3.2 describe the properties (e.g., colour, lustre, streak, transparency, hardness) 

that are used to identify minerals 

 3.3 describe how igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks are formed 

 3.4 describe the characteristics of the three classesof rocks and explain how 

their characteristics are related to their origin 

 

Rocks and Minerals is a two hour hike program led by a single instructor entirely 

outdoors. Students will discover the difference between igneous, sedimentary, and 

metamorphic rock and how each is created. Classes will learn the difference between 

rocks and minerals, examine and compare different rocks, look for sedimentary 
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deposits in the landscape, and perform field tests to 

identify rocks in the Wilket Creek ravine.  

 

Indoor alternatives are not available for hike programs, but extra outdoor clothing is 

available. 
 
 

Grade 5 
Coming soon! 

 
 

Grade 6 
BiodiverCITY CITIZEN SCIENCE 

PROGRAM 

[TG15SHPW] 

Curriculum Connections:  

Life Systems 

Recommended Specific 

Connections: 

 2.1 follow established 

safety procedures for outdoor activities and field work (e.g., stay with a partner 

when exploring habitats; wash hands after exploring a habitat) 

 2.2 investigate the organisms found in a specific habitat and classify them 

according to a classification system  

 3.1 identify and describe the distinguishing characteristics of different groups of 

plants and animals and use these characteristics to further classify various kinds 

of plants and animals  

 3.3 describe ways in which biodiversity within species is important for 

maintaining the resilience of those species  

 3.7 explain how invasive species reduce biodiversity in local environments 

How do scientists keep track of so many living things and all their characteristics? 

Biodiversity Plant Students will learn about scientific classification and the meaning 

and importance of biodiversity. Students will use maps to find designated plants in the 

TBG gardens, collect data and make observations to contribute to Plant Watch, a 

Canada-wide scientific program. 

Indoor alternatives are not available for citizen science programs, but extra outdoor 

clothing is available. 
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Grade 7 
River Keepers CITIZEN SCIENCE PROGRAM 

[TG15SHRK] 

Curriculum Connections: Interactions in the Environment 

Recommended Specific Connections: 

 assess the impact of selected technologies on the environment 

 1.2 analyse the costs and benefits of selected strategies for protecting the 

environment  

 1.3 use scientific inquiry/research skills to investigate occurrences 

 3.1 demonstrate an understanding of an ecosystem as a system of interactions 

between living organisms and their environment 

 3.2 identify biotic and abiotic elements in an ecosystem, and describe the 

interactions between them 

 3.3 describe the roles and interactions of producers, consumers, and 

decomposers within an ecosystem 

 3.4 describe the transfer of 

energy in a food chain and 

explain the effects of the 

elimination of any part of 

the chain 

 3.7 explain why an 

ecosystem is limited in the 

number of living things 

that it can support 

 3.8 describe ways in which 

human activities and 

technologies alter balances 

and interactions in the 

environment 

Classes will go on a detailed 

exploration of the interactions within one of Toronto's ravine ecosytems. Students will 

get firsthand experience investigating the health of a riparian ecosystem through site 

observations, sample collecting and water quality testing.  

Indoor alternatives are not available for citizen science programs, but extra outdoor 

clothing is available. 

 
 
 
 
Grade 8 
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Water in the City CITIZEN SCIENCE PROGRAM 

[TG15SHWC] 

Curriculum Connections: Water Systems 

Recommended Specific Connections: 

 1.1 Evaluate personal water consumption, compare it with personal water 

consumption in other countries 

 2.1 Follow established safety procedures for the use of apparatus and chemicals  

 2.3 Test water samples for a variety of chemical characteristics  

 3.1 Identify the various states of water on the earth’s surface, their distribution, 

relative amounts and circulation, and the condition under which they exist 

 3.2 Demonstrate an understanding of the water-shed as a fundamental 

geographic unit, and  explain how it relates to water management and planning 

 3.3 Explain how human and natural factors cause changes in the water table  

The TBG will take you and your class on a detailed exploration of different human- and 

naturally-caused impacts on water ways. Students will learn about Toronto's ravine 

network, lost rivers and storm water management. Students will get firsthand 

experience investigating the health of an aquatic ecosystem through site observations, 

sample collecting and water quality testing.  

 

Indoor alternatives are not available for citizen science programs, but extra outdoor 

clothing is available. 
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